$2 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2020 THE PLAIN DEALER CLEVELAND.COM MN 


THE PLAIN DEALER 


THE DEATH OF GEORGE FLOYD CLEVELAND REACTS 


Peaceful to volatile 


Timeline: In a matter of minutes a nonviolent protest became a riot 


More inside: Curfews extended; protesters, police take step forward a 


Cory Shaffer cshaffer@cleveland.com 


Saturday demonstrations in Cleveland 
over systemic police brutality and a 
Minneapolis police officer’s killing of 
George Floyd went from peaceful to 
volatile in a matter of minutes. 

Police met a few dozen aggressive 
demonstrators at the doors of downtown’s 
Justice Center by launching flash 
grenades and tear gas canisters among 
thousands of protesters gathered behind 
them. The response elicited outrage at 
those gathered and inflamed tensions. 

When the night ended, police had 
arrested 99 people and paramedics had 
rushed more than 20 people to area 
hospitals. 

Dozens of businesses downtown had 
been destroyed, and the city was placed 
into a lockdown enforced by police and 
the National Guard. 

Cleveland.com reporters and photogra- 
phers present during much of the demon- 
strations have put together the following 
timeline of events from photos, videos 
and observations. 


1:30 p.m. 

A large group of demonstrators gathered 
peacefully around the iconic Free Stamp. 
Chants of “no justice, no peace” and other 
slogans rang through the park. The dem- 
onstrators held signs and listened to 
speakers. 

A bus from the Black Man’s Army, 
a ubiquitous presence at the protests, 
parked just west of the intersection of 9th 
Street and Lakeside Avenue. 

There was no visible police presence, 
other than a helicopter whirring above 
and people atop of Cleveland City Hall 
watching the crowd. 


2:23 p.m. 

The first noticeable sign of police 
appeared on the east side of the 9th and 
Lakeside intersection. The Cleveland 
police bike patrol, formed through of 
a grant preceding the 2016 Republican 
National Convention, appeared at the rear 
of the protests, as demonstrators prepared 
to march down Lakeside Avenue, past City 
Hall, to the Justice Center. 


2:49 p.m. 
Slowly the crowd made its way west down 
Lakeside Avenue. 


2:52 p.m. 

Asmall group splintered off and was seen 
one block south, walking east on St. Clair 
Avenue, in the opposite direction of the 
larger crowd. 


SEE CLEVELAND REACTS, A10 


Demonstrators watch as a Cleveland police cruiser burns Saturday near the Justice Center in Cleveland, during a protest seeking justice 
in the death of George Floyd. Protests were held across the country over the death of Floyd, a black man who died while being restrained 
by a white Minneapolis police officer, his knee on Floyd’s neck, on May 25. Photos by John Kuntz, cleveland.com 
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A protester throws a brick through a window 


of the Justice Center on Saturday. 


Protesters jump on a Cleveland police 
cruiser near the Justice Center on Saturday. 


Tear gas fills the air as a protester 
approaches Cleveland police on Saturday. 


COVID19 UPDATE 


Gov. Mike DeWine intends to 
reopen Ohio schools this fall 


Mary Kilpatrick and Laura Hancock mkilpatrick@cleveland.com and lhancock@cleveland.com 


Gov. Mike DeWine said Tuesday that he 
intends to open schools in the fall to stu- 
dents across the state. 

“The goal is to have kids back in the 
classroom,” DeWine said, barring some 
unforeseen escalation of the coronavirus. 

The governor gave few details. The state 
is working on a broad outline of health 
guidelines for schools to follow when they 
reopen. 

And DeWine said that school districts 
will be able to make the call about the start 
date for students, as well as for how to keep 
students and staff safe. 

“Let’s say we start back and we hit a 
huge spike ... the schools that I have talked 
to have a backup plan,” DeWine said. “But 
the idea and the goal is for kids to be back 
in school in the fall.” 

Schools across the state shuttered in 
March due to the threat of the corona- 
virus, which has killed more than 2,200 
Ohioans. 

Parents across the state suddenly 
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became homeschool teachers, as many 
balanced their own new work-from-home 
setup. 

DeWine said he is worried about kids 
who have not learned as well online 
because of disabilities, access and more. 

“We’re going to do broad parameters, 
health guidelines, and leave it up to the 
local school to make it work for their local 
community.” 

At least 2,258 Ohioans have died with 
confirmed or probable coronavirus, 
according to Ohio Department of Health 
figures Tuesday. 

That includes at least 36,350 cases of 
confirmed or probable coronavirus. 


SCHOOLS 

DeWine announced that the goal is to 
have all schools open by the fall. It will be 
up to each district to decide the opening 
date. 
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY 


Sheriff: Department was 
unprepared for scale of protests 


Adam Ferrise aferrise@cleveland.com 


Cuyahoga County Sheriff David Schil- 
ling said Tuesday that his department was 
“unprepared” for the scale of Saturday’s 
protests over the police killing of George 
Floyd that turned into rioting and looting. 

Schilling said during a Cuyahoga 
County Council Safety Committee Hear- 
ing that his office underestimated the 
number of protesters who eventually 
attended the event, and the possibility 
that the protests could turn violent, as 
they had in other cities throughout the 
country. 

“Unfortunately, and I hate to say this, 
I think that initially we underplanned,” 
Schilling said. 

Schilling said his office expected about 
300 people to show up to what began as a 
peaceful protest at the Free Stamp. Schil- 
ling estimated between 3,000 and 4,000 
came. 

He also said he believed Saturday’s pro- 
test would follow other protests in Cleve- 
land in years past, including after the fatal 
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police shooting of 12-year-old Tamir Rice 
and during the Republican National Con- 
vention in 2016. 

“Given the number of protests that we’ve 
worked in the Cleveland area over the years, 
we kind of took this one that (it would be 
similar),” Schilling said. “And plus the feed- 
back we’re getting back from the fusion cen- 
ter and the police department, we kind of 
took this one that it was going to be one of 
the usual protests.” 

Protesters marched to the Justice Center, 
a county building under the jurisdiction of 
the sheriff. Cleveland police officers met the 
protesters in front of the building. The first 
wave of officers included officers on bikes, 
but they were quickly replaced by officers 
in full SWAT gear. 

Police and protesters clashed outside 
the building. Cleveland police fired pepper 
spray, pepper pellets, tear gas and rubber 
bullets into the crowd. 
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